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Team Organization and Roles

• California State Parks Team
• Headquarters Staff

• Senior Park and Recreation Specialist: Katie Metraux
• Deputy Director, Planning: Alex Stehl
• Associate Park and Recreation Specialist: Jason Finley
• Associate Park and Recreation Specialist: David Block

• Central Valley District Staff
• District Superintendent: Danielle Gerhart
• Sector Superintendent: Duke Heberling
• Natural Resources Manager: Heather Reith
• Senior Park and Recreation Specialist: Paige Haller
• Environmental Scientist: Collette Bradley
• Museum Curator/Cultural Resources Specialist: Lee Eal

• Consulting Team (Ascent)
• Principal: Curtis Alling
• Project Director: Adam Lewandowski
• Project Manager: Lily Bostrom
• Park and Recreation Planner: Lindsay Kageyama
• Engagement Specialist: Luis Montes
• Environmental Planner: Nicole Greenfield
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Park Overview

• State Park classification

• 2,826 acres

• San Joaquin River runs 
through park

• Grasslands, vernal pools, 
riparian channels, sloughs, 
riparian woodlands

• Park is largely unknown and 
has low visitation

• Recreation facilities:
• Boat launch

• Parking and vault restroom

• 5.3 miles of unpaved roads

• Recreation activities: 
• Fishing

• Boating

• Hiking

• Biking

• Birdwatching





Process to Date



WE ARE HERE

PROCESS AND SCHEDULE



Existing Conditions



Issues and Analysis
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Issues

• Limited recreational opportunities

• Limited trails and trail connectivity

• Lack of universal accessibility

• Compatibility with adjacent land uses

• Limited information, education, and interpretation

• Public safety risks

• Access for underserved communities

• Limited awareness of GVGSP

VISITOR EXPERIENCE AND RECREATION



13 GREAT VALLEY GRASSLANDS STATE PARK  |  GENERAL PLAN

Issues

• Disruption of natural hydrologic processes

• Conservation of sensitive natural resources

• Threats from invasive species

• Preservation of scenic views

• Protection of significant cultural resources

• Collaborative tribal management

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
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Issues

• Park access limitations

• Adequacy of administrative and 

maintenance facilities

• Limited utility infrastructure

• Potential for facility inundation

• Staffing and funding limitations

INFRASTRUCTURE, FACILITIES, AND PARK OPERATIONS
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Issues

• Adapting to rising temperatures and extreme heat

• Adapting to extreme precipitation, flooding, and drought

• Adapting to increased wildfire

• Greenhouse gas emissions generated by operations

CLIMATE CHANGE



Slido Question #1: Are there other major issues 
that should be addressed in the General Plan?

R e s u l t s

• Need year-round parking along Highway 165 and improved signage.

• Is there a way to connect outreach opportunities and programming in coordination with Dos Rios?

• Provide safe coal disposal to minimize wildfire risk, as well as fishing line disposal containers and educational information.

• No parking on the Highway 165 side.

• Will there be opportunities for the public to get involved in restoration efforts?

• Would additional infrastructure require user fees?

• Increase opportunities for passive, non-motorized recreation (e.g., trails, kayak launch sites).

• The river is constantly changing—safety and cleanliness are only snapshots in time. It's not possible to predict the future.

• Staff should be available to offer multilingual programming (Spanish).

• Is it better to leave the park less impacted by humans—preserving it as is—rather than developing it for human benefit?

• It looks like you're considering floodplain reconnection and siting recreational facilities away from sensitive plant areas—that's 
good!

• Will there be specific opportunities for cultural events led by the local tribal community?

• Will it be safe and clean to swim in the river at the park?

• Include bilingual signage (Spanish).



Public Engagement

VIRTUAL BILINGUAL 
PUBLIC WORKSHOP ~500 people engaged

POP-UP EVENTS

ONLINE SURVEY AND 
INTERACTIVE MAP PROJECT WEBPAGE



Planning 
Charrettes

• Planning Charrette #1: 
Development of alternative 
themes 

• Planning Charrette #2: 
Development of the three 
concept alternatives



Concept Alternatives
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Management Actions 
Relevant to All Alternatives

• Grassland management and floodplain restoration

• Cultural resource management

• Interpretation and education

• Operations and maintenance projects

• Interagency coordination

• Tribal collaboration

• Prescribed burning

• Cannabis grow operation removal



Alternatives Overview



Park Entrance
• Existing SR 140 

entrance

Day Uses • 2 day-use areas

Administrative 
Uses

• None

Trails

• 3.3 miles natural 
surface trail with 
boardwalks in select 
locations

Overnight Uses • None

Ecological 
Restoration

• 1.9 miles full levee 
breaches

• 3.0 miles targeted 
levee breaches

Summary of Improvements

RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT 
EMPHASIS 
ALTERNATIVE



RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
EMPHASIS ALTERNATIVE
SR 140 ENLARGEMENT MAP



RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT 
EMPHASIS 
ALTERNATIVE
SR 165 
ENLARGEMENT MAP



Park Entrance

• Improve existing SR 
140 entrance

• 2 new SR 165 
entrances

Day Uses • 4 day-use areas

Administrative 
Uses

• Administrative and 
maintenance area

Trails
• 6.5 miles boardwalk
• 5 miles elevated trail

Overnight Uses

• Up to 30 year-round 
campsites elevated on 
fill

• Up to 100 seasonal at-
grade campsites

• Up to 5 nonmotorized 
boat-in campsites

Ecological 
Restoration

• 0.7 miles full levee 
breaches

• 3.8 miles targeted 
levee breaches

Summary of Improvements

RECREATION 
EMPHASIS 
ALTERNATIVE



RECREATION EMPHASIS 
ALTERNATIVE
SR 140 ENLARGEMENT MAP



RECREATION 
EMPHASIS 
ALTERNATIVE
SR 165 
ENLARGEMENT MAP



Park Entrance

• Improve existing SR 
140 entrance

• 2 new SR 165 
entrances

Day Uses • 4 day-use areas

Administrative 
Uses

• Maintenance area

Trails

• 7.5 miles natural 
surface trail

• 3.0 miles 
boardwalk/elevated 
trail

Overnight Uses
• Up to 30 campsites 

elevated on fill

Ecological 
Restoration

• 0.7 miles full levee 
breaches

• 3.8 miles targeted 
levee breaches

Summary of Improvements

BLENDED 
RECREATION & 
RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT 
ALTERNATIVE



BLENDED RECREATION & RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVE
SR 140 ENLARGEMENT MAP



BLENDED 
RECREATION & 
RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT 
ALTERNATIVE
SR 165 
ENLARGEMENT MAP



ALTERNATIVES COMPARISON

BLENDED RECREATION & RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVE

RECREATION EMPHASIS 
ALTERNATIVE

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
EMPHASIS ALTERNATIVE



Slido Question #2: Based on what you know so far, 
is there an alternative that you prefer?

R e s u l t s

• Recreation Emphasis: 0%

• Resources Emphasis: 6 votes (55%)

• Blended Recreation and Resource: 5 votes (45%)

• Not sure/Need more information: 0 votes



Mural Board 
Discussion



MURAL BOARD DISCUSSION
Discuss what you support and do not support for each of the 3 alternatives. 
Input will be used to create the preferred alternative for the General Plan. 
We will have 50 minutes for this exercise.



THANK YOU
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