2023 (G23) Grants and Cooperative Agreements Program
Preliminary Application Comments

 USFS - Inyo National Forest


Comments submitted by the Department of Parks and Recreation (Department) Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation (OHMVR) Division to individual Grant Applicants should in no way be construed as a guarantee of successful results for the Applicant within the competitive Grants process or a commitment of funding. Additionally, the lack of comments by the OHMVR Division to any specific Applicant does not ensure successful results for the Applicant within the competitive Grant process or a commitment of funding.

All final Applications will be reviewed by the OHMVR Division. The OHMVR Division may, at its sole discretion, decrease the requested amount and eliminate activities pursuant with regulation Section 4970.07.2 (f)(1-5) and for law enforcement Projects, regulation Section 4970.15.3(b)(1-5).

Failure by Applicant to respond to any OHMVR Division comment of their preliminary Application may be cause for eliminating that item from the Applicant’s Application.

If multiple proposed Projects are requesting funding for the same deliverable, and multiple projects are successful, only one project will receive funding for the deliverable.

For proposed Projects requesting Grant funding for snow and/or winter activities. Applicants must ensure the activities and/or Equipment/Heavy Equipment requested are not and/or cannot be funded by the Department’s Winter Program (commonly referred to as the Snow Grooming Program).  

For proposed Projects requesting Grant funding for the maintenance of roads and/or trails, note that only roads and/or trails that allow “green sticker” Off-Highway Vehicles are allowed to receive Grant funding.  

Applicants are reminded that no Grant funds and/or match can be expended, or Project activities conducted in any land owned or managed by the Department except as allowed in the Grants and Cooperative Agreements Program regulations section 4970.09 (b)(10).

General Evaluation Criteria


· #2-5 – Applicant must verify responses by final submission.
· #4 – Narrative does not support the selection. Applicant must provide the name and date of a reference document that supports the total cost of agency’s OHV Program (Grant funds and agency’s operational budget) for the most recent complete fiscal year.
· #7c – Narrative does not support the selection of “Education programs, maps…". Applicant must explain how the education maps and brochures educate the public on “OHV trespass, including respect for private property”.
· #8b – Narrative does not support the selection. Applicant must provide a detailed explanation for each resource management information system. In addition, Applicant must explain if their management information systems are managed by “qualified environmental staff”.
· #11a – Narrative does not support selections. Applicant must provide details to support both selections address safe and responsible OHV recreational practices/recreation.
· #13 – Applicant must verify responses by final submission.

Ground Operations							G23-02-05-G01


Project Description - Background

· No comment.

Project Description – Project Description

· No comment.

Project Description – List of Project Deliverables

· #1 – Project Area inconsistent to the area described in the “Describe the size of the specific Project Area(s)…” section. Applicant states, “14 miles of road…in the Mammoth and Deadman routes” and “Little Antelope Valley 22 miles of road…” but in this section the Project is “OHV Green sticker route maintenance”. Applicant must clarify the Project Area(s) to ensure consistency within the Application and the correlating expenses in the Project Cost Estimate.
· #9 – Applicant must confirm there is no duplication of services (i.e., signage) with the State of California’s Off-Highway Snow Vehicle Grooming contract.

Project Description – All Others

· No comment.

Project Cost Estimate

· Staff #1-3 – “Assist with OHV reporting” and “Setup projects” appear to be indirect activities as they do not directly relate to the completion of the Project. Applicant must explain how these activities directly supports the Project or move the verbiage for these activities and the cost associated with them to the Indirect Cost category. 
· Staff #4, & 8-11 – Line item “Quantity” (QTY) increased compared to the prior year’s Application. Applicant must provide additional details to justify the increase in QTY.
· Staff #7 “Botanist” – Rate significantly increased compared to prior year’s Application. Applicant must provide additional details to justify the increase in rate.
· Staff #13 “Staff-Recreation Staff” – Position appears to be a first-line supervisor.     Applicant must provide additional information of the duties and/or activities to be performed on the Project and if the work is in the field, office, or both.
· Staff #14 “Forest Recreation Data Management” – Line item appears indirect as the job duties performed do not directly relate to the completion of the Project. Applicant must explain how these activities directly support the Project or move the verbiage for these activities and the cost associated with them to the Indirect Cost category. 
· Staff #16 “Public Affairs Office” – Line item is considered indirect as it does not directly relate to the completion of the Project. Applicant must move this line item to Indirect Cost category.
· Staff #17 “Overtime & Holiday Premium Pay” – Applicant must clarify if these special events are open to the public. If not open to the public, Applicant must remove mention to special events as work at a closed special event is not allowable under Ground Operation Projects. In addition, Applicant must adjust line item to reflect removal of time.
· Contracts #2 “Toilet Pumping at OHV Campground” – Applicant must clarify the source of match.
· Materials / Supplies #2 & 3  – Cost significantly increased compared to prior year’s Application. Applicant must provide additional details to justify the cost.
· Materials / Supplies #4 “OHV Informational Signs” – "Signs along OHV route letting users know when they have entered the Inyo NF" are not eligible cost as they are not OHV related. Applicant must remove language and any cost associated with these signs.
· Materials / Supplies #8 “Hand Tools” – “Tool kits for state purchased equipment” appears to be an indirect expense as it does not directly relate to the completion of the Project. Applicant must explain how this item directly supports the Project or move the verbiage for this item and the cost associated with it to the Indirect Cost category.
· Materials / Supplies #9 “PPE” – “First aid items and kits” are considered an indirect expense as it does not directly relate to the completion of the Project. Applicant must move the verbiage for this item and the cost associated with it to the Indirect Cost category. In addition, Applicant must clarify the need for this line item. Applicant stated in previous year’s Application needs to be replaced due to age. 
· Materials / Supplies #11 “Trailer Rachet Tie Downs” – Line item is considered indirect as it does not directly relate to the completion of the Project. Applicant must move this line item to Indirect Cost category.
· Equipment Purchases #1  “Utility Trailers” – Utility trailers are not considered Equipment. Applicant must move this line item to the Others category. 
· Others #1 “Field Per Diem for OHV in Monache” – Applicant appears to have reversed “Qty” and “Rate”. Applicant must clarify the correct quantity and rate. 

Evaluation Criteria

· #3 –  Narrative does not support the selection of “Maintaining trails that provide for multiuse”. Applicant must provide example(s) of the activities performed as part of the Project to support the selection. 
· #4 – Narrative does not support the selection “The Applicant initiated and conducted publicly noticed…”. Applicant must clarify number of participants.
· #6 – Narrative does not support the selection of “Protecting water quality”. Applicant must provide example(s) of the activities performed in the Project that support the selection. 
· #7 –  Project Description and/or Project Cost Estimate sections do not support any of the selections. 
· #8 – Narratives do not support any of the selections. Applicant must clarify how the Project improves and/or maintains facilities that provide motorized access to non-motorized recreation opportunities within the Project Area of this Application.
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