2022 Grants and Cooperative Agreements Program
Preliminary Comments

 Tuleyome


Comments submitted by the Department of Parks and Recreation (Department) Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation (OHMVR) Division to individual Grant Applicants should in no way be construed as a guarantee of successful results for the Applicant within the competitive Grants process or a commitment of funding. Additionally, the lack of comments by the OHMVR Division to any specific Applicant does not ensure successful results for the Applicant within the competitive Grant process or a commitment of funding.

All final Applications will be reviewed by the OHMVR Division. The OHMVR Division may, at its sole discretion, decrease the requested amount and eliminate activities pursuant with regulation Section 4970.07.2 (f)(1-5) and for law enforcement Projects, regulation Section 4970.15.3(b)(1-5).

Failure by Applicant to respond to any OHMVR Division comment of their preliminary Application may be cause for eliminating that item from the Applicant’s Application.

If multiple proposed Projects are requesting funding for the same deliverable, and multiple projects are successful, only one project will receive funding for the deliverable.

For proposed Projects requesting Grant funding for snow and/or winter activities. Applicants must ensure the activities and/or Equipment/Heavy Equipment requested are not and/or cannot be funded by the Department’s Winter Program (commonly referred to as the Snow Grooming Program).  

For proposed Projects requesting Grant funding for the maintenance of roads and/or trails, note that only roads and/or trails that allow “green sticker” Off-Highway Vehicles are allowed to receive Grant funding.  

Applicants are reminded that no Grant funds and/or match can be expended or Project activities conducted in any land owned or managed by the Department except as allowed in the Grants and Cooperative Agreements Program regulations section 4970.09 (b)(10).

General Evaluation Criteria


· #1a – Applicant’s information must match the land manager’s responses. 
· #2 - 5 – Applicant must verify responses by final submission. 
· #3 – Applicant’s information must match the land manager’s responses. 
· #4– Applicant’s information must match the land manager’s responses. 
· #7c – Applicant’s information must match the land manager’s responses. 
· #8b – Applicant’s information must match the land manager’s responses. 
· #7b – Applicant’s information must match the land manager’s response, note the land manager received a Division comment. 
· #11a – Narrative does not support the selections. It is unclear if the selected selection describes safe and responsible OHV recreational practices. 
	
· #11b – Narrative does not support the selection. OHV programs/events must be hosted by the Applicant onsite to educate the public on safe and responsible OHV recreation practices. In addition, Applicant must clarify the number of education programs/events hosted onsite. 
· #13 – Applicant must verify responses by final submission. 

Ground Operations, Knoxville OHV Trail Post Fire Rehabilitation	 G22-04-15-G01


Project Description - Background

· No Comment.

Project Description – Project Description

· Applicant must clarify what “Invasive weeds will be controlled and replaced with native grass seeds and plants” is, as it appears to be a Restoration activity. 

Project Description – List of Project Deliverables

· #5 – Applicant must clarify what type of signage will be installed and how it relates to a Ground Operations Project. 
· #6 – Installing fencing/barriers along “restricted areas for OHV use…to discourage off-trail travel” is a Restoration activity and is ineligible for a Ground Operations Project. Applicant must revise deliverable.  
· #7 – Applicant is reminded that a Habitat Management Program report and/or a Soil Conservation Plan will need to be submitted with their Final Application if the Division does not agree with the Applicant’s assessment the none of the Ground Disturbing Activities contain any risk factors to special-status species and/or sensitive habitats, or have the potential to cause erosion or sedimentation which significantly affects resource values beyond the Facilities, and/or generate soil loss that exceeds restorability. 
· #7 - 10 – These are not Project deliverables and should be removed. 

Project Description – All Others

· How the proposed Project relates to OHV Recreation… – Restricting OHV use in damaged and sensitive areas to protect natural and cultural resources is not a Ground Operations activity but a Restoration activity. Reference to this activity must be removed. 
· Describe the size of the specific Project Area(s) in acres and/or miles… – Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Ukiah Field Office (Land Manager) has also applied for a Ground Operations Grant within the proposed Project Area. Applicant needs to clarify how they will ensure there is no duplication of services. 

Project Cost Estimate

· All Staff line items – Applicant must provide the duties and/or activities to be performed on the Project. 
· Staff #1 “Executive Director” – Compared to like Projects, hourly rate appears excessive. Applicant must provide additional details to justify the hourly rate. 
· Staff #4 “Volunteer support” – Applicant must clarify if this is a paid position or a volunteer.  If it is a volunteer position, hourly rate exceeds California’s independent sector volunteer rate of $33.61.  Applicant must change the hourly rate equal to and/or less than the California’s independent sector volunteer rate.  If it a paid position, hourly rate appears excessive. Applicant must provide additional details to justify the hourly rate.  
· Staff #6 & 7 – Applicant must confirm duties performed by BLM Ukiah Field Office personnel are outside of their Ground Operations Project and not receiving any Grant funding to perform duties on this Project. In addition, compared to like Projects, hourly rate appears excessive. Applicant must provide additional details to justify the hourly rate. 
· All Contract line items – Applicant must clarify the source of match.  In addition, Applicant provide the duties and/or activities to be performed on the Project.  Lastly, Applicant must provide the methodology for how the cost was determined as cost seems excessive to like Projects. 
· Materials / Supplies #1 “Signage” – Applicant must provide details of what signage will be purchased and its Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) nexus message. 
· Materials / Supplies #2 “Barriers” – Applicant must further define what “barriers to accessing illicit trails” means as written it appears as a Restoration activity.  
· Equipment Use Expenses #1 “Compressed Earth Block Machine” – Applicant must provide further details about this machine and what work it performs on the Project.  In addition, Applicant must clarify how they determined the use fee.   
· Equipment Use Expenses #2 “Quad Runner” – Applicant must clarify how they determined the use fee.  In addition, my clarify how the Equipment will be used on the Project. 
· Other #1 “Snacks and drinks for volunteers” – Line item is ineligible because it does not directly and/or indirectly relate to the completion of the Project.  Applicant must remove line item. 
· 

Evaluation Criteria

· #2 – Narrative does not support the selection “Potential trespass”. Applicant must provide additional details and/or examples for how “failure to complete the Project will result in…” for the unsupported selection, not how the completing the project will protect.   
· #3 – Narrative does not support the selections of “Maintaining trails that provide multi-use” and “Providing varied levels of riding difficulty”.  Applicant must provide examples of the activities performed to support the selection.  In addition, narrative does not support the selections of “Providing traffic control and/or educational signage” and “Installing and repairing erosion control features”.  Applicant must state what signage message will be and installing barriers at key access points to illicit trails is an ineligible Ground Operations Project activity. 
· #4 – Narrative does not support the selection “The Applicant initiated and conducted publicly noticed…”. Applicant did not host the meeting. In addition, the narrative does not support the selection of “The Applicant held a meeting(s), held either in-person or virtual, with multiple distinct stakeholders…”.  Applicant must state, date of meeting, location of meeting and/or if the meeting was held virtually, and how are stakeholders are stakeholders to the Project. 
· #5 – Narrative does not support the selection.  “Lake Napa Counties” and “Lake Berryessa Water”, “Quiet Warrior Racing” are not partners on the Project because they are not participating in the Project.  “OHV trail users” and “Conservation, outdoor and tribal community” do not qualify as a partner because they are not an organization.  Applicant must state how partners are actively participating in this Project.  
· #6 – Narrative only supports the selection of “Protecting water quality” and “Providing an alternative to wet crossings…”.  Applicant must list a special – status species the work being accomplished is protecting and must provide additional information (examples) on how this is accomplished for each of the remaining selections. The examples stated of installing mental posts and cable to “restrict areas” are not eligible because they are Restoration activity.     
· #7 – Project Description and/or Project Cost Estimate sections do not support the selections are made with recycled materials. 
· #8 – Background and/ or Project Description sections do not support the selections. Applicant must provide information that supports the selections.  Applicant states non-motorized recreational opportunities within the BLM Ukiah Field Office but does not clearly state if those opportunities are accessed by motorized use within the Project Area of this Application.  
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