2023 (G23) Grants and Cooperative Agreements Program
Preliminary Application Comments

 Sierra Buttes Trail Stewardship


Comments submitted by the Department of Parks and Recreation (Department) Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation (OHMVR) Division to individual Grant Applicants should in no way be construed as a guarantee of successful results for the Applicant within the competitive Grants process or a commitment of funding. Additionally, the lack of comments by the OHMVR Division to any specific Applicant does not ensure successful results for the Applicant within the competitive Grant process or a commitment of funding.

All final Applications will be reviewed by the OHMVR Division. The OHMVR Division may, at its sole discretion, decrease the requested amount and eliminate activities pursuant with regulation Section 4970.07.2 (f)(1-5) and for law enforcement Projects, regulation Section 4970.15.3(b)(1-5).

Failure by Applicant to respond to any OHMVR Division comment of their preliminary Application may be cause for eliminating that item from the Applicant’s Application.

If multiple proposed Projects are requesting funding for the same deliverable, and multiple projects are successful, only one project will receive funding for the deliverable.

For proposed Projects requesting Grant funding for snow and/or winter activities. Applicants must ensure the activities and/or Equipment/Heavy Equipment requested are not and/or cannot be funded by the Department’s Winter Program (commonly referred to as the Snow Grooming Program).  

For proposed Projects requesting Grant funding for the maintenance of roads and/or trails, note that only roads and/or trails that allow “green sticker” Off-Highway Vehicles are allowed to receive Grant funding.  

Applicants are reminded that no Grant funds and/or match can be expended, or Project activities conducted in any land owned or managed by the Department except as allowed in the Grants and Cooperative Agreements Program regulations section 4970.09 (b)(10).

General Evaluation Criteria


· #1a & 1c– Applicant’s information must match the Land Manager’s response. 
· #2-5 – Applicant must verify responses by final submission. 
· #4 – Applicant’s budget information must match the Land Manager’s response. 
· #8b – Although Applicant’s response matches the Land Manager, note the Land Manager received a comment. 
· #13 – Applicant must verify responses by final submission. 

Ground Operations							G23-04-68-G01


Project Description - Background

· No comment.

Project Description – Project Description

· No comment.

Project Description – List of Project Deliverables

· No comment.

Project Description – All Others

· No comment.

Project Cost Estimate

· Staff #1, 2, & 4 – Positions appear to be a first-line supervisor. Applicant must provide additional information of the duties and/or activities to be performed on the Project and if the work is in the field, office, or both. 
· Staff #1 “Executive Director” – “Engaging the public to engage stewardship of lands” appears to be indirect activity as it does not directly relate to the completion of the Project. Applicant must explain how this activity directly supports the Project.  
· Staff #2 “Grant Operations Director” – “Complete all necessary reporting to OHV” appears to be an indirect activity as they do not directly relate to the completion of the Project. Applicant must explain how this activity directly supports the Project or move the verbiage for this activity and the cost associated with it to the Indirect Costs category. 
· Staff #3 “Volunteer Operations Manager” – “Outreach to the community” appears to be an indirect activity as they do not directly relate to the completion of the Project. Applicant must explain how this activity directly supports the Project or move the verbiage for this activity and the cost associated with it to the Indirect Costs category. 
· Staff #5 “Crew Lead” – Applicant must provide the duties and/or activities to be performed on the Project. 
· Equipment Use Expenses #1 “Moto Wheelbarrow” – Applicant is reminded Equipment purchased through the Grants Program is not eligible for a use fee. Applicant must clarify if Equipment was acquired through the Grants Program and the cost per unit was at least $5,000. In addition, Applicant must clarify how often in day(s) the piece of Equipment is expected to be used on the Project within a monthly basis.  
· Equipment Use Expenses #4 “Moto Use” – Per Program regulation 4970.08.1.(b)(1), Equipment acquired with funds outside the Grants Program shall never exceed Grantee’s actual cost or a maximum of one hundred and fifty ($150) dollars per piece of Equipment per day, whichever is less. Applicant must revise line item. 

Evaluation Criteria

· #3 – Narrative does not support the selections of “Maintaining trails that provide for multiuse”, “Maintaining trail or road tread for single use vehicles” and “Providing varied levels of riding difficulty”. Applicant must provide example(s) of the activities performed as part of the Project to support the selections.   
· #4 – Narrative does not support the selections. Applicant must identify the virtual platform used and the year of the public meeting. In addition, Applicant must identify the location of stakeholder meetings and how stakeholders are stakeholders to the Project. 
· #5 – Narrative does not support the selection. Applicant must list each partner separately and provide a detailed explanation for how each partner will participate on the Project. 
· #6 – Narrative does not support the selection of “Providing an alternative to wet crossings where appropriate”. Applicant must provide definitive example(s) of the activities performed in the Project that support the selection. Applicant stated “when appropriate” which is not a guarantee the activity will be performed. 
· #8 – Background and/or Project Description sections do not support the selections. Applicant must provide information that supports the selections. Applicant states non-motorized recreational opportunities within Downieville Trail System but does not clearly state if those opportunities are accessed by motorized use within the Project Area where trail maintenance is being performed. 


Education & Safety							G23-04-68-S01


Project Description - Background

· No comment.

Project Description – Project Description

· No comment.

Project Description – List of Project Deliverables

· #6 – Providing maps to first responders is not an eligible Project activity in an Education & Safety Project. Applicant must remove language and the cost associated with the activity from the Project Cost Estimate. 
· #7 – Providing maps to search and rescue teams is not an eligible Project activity in an Education & Safety Project. Applicant must remove language and the cost associated with the activity from the Project Cost Estimate. 

Project Description – All Others

· No comment.

Project Cost Estimate

· Staff #1 "Grants Manager" – "Perform project reporting as well coordinate with partners" appears to be indirect activity as it does not directly relate to the completion of the Project. Applicant must explain how this activity directly supports the Project or move the verbiage for this activity and the cost associated with it to the Indirect Costs category.  
· Staff #6 "Marketing Manager" – Applicant must clarify what "develop outreach" entails and how it relates to the Project. 
· Staff #7 “PNF Recreation Staff” – Applicant must clarify if “PNF Recreation Staff” are paid staff of the agency. If not paid staff of the agency, Applicant must move the line item to the Contracts category. 
· Staff #8 "Nevada County Wood Riders" – Applicant must provide the duties and/or activities to be performed on the Project. 
· Equipment Use Expenses #1 “Motorized Wheelbarrow” – Applicant is reminded Equipment purchased through the Grants Program is not eligible for a use fee. Applicant must clarify if Equipment was acquired through the Grants Program and the cost per unit was at least $5,000. In addition, Applicant must clarify if this line item is to claim a use or mileage for the Equipment used to transport materials to the worksite.   
· Equipment Use Expenses #2 “Crew Vehicle Daily Use” – Applicant must clarify how the Equipment will be used on the Project. 
· Equipment Use Expenses #3 “Moto Use” – Applicant is reminded Equipment purchased through the Grants program is not eligible for a use fee. Applicant must clarify if Equipment was acquired through the Grants program. In addition, Per Program Regulations 4970.08.1.(b)(1), a use fee shall never exceed the Grantee’s actual cost or a maximum of one-hundred and fifty ($150) dollars per piece of Equipment per day. Applicant must revise rate. 

Evaluation Criteria

· #4 – Narrative does not support the selection. Applicant must list each partner separately and provide a detailed explanation for how each partner will participate on the Project. 
· #6 – Narrative does not support the selections. Applicant must provide the year of the meeting and specific location of the public meeting. In addition, Applicant needs to provide the location of the stakeholder meeting and how they are stakeholders to the Project. 
· #7 – Narrative does not support the selection of “Objectives and outcomes". Applicant must provide identifiable and/or measurable elements to substantiate selection. 
· #8 – The Project Description section does not support the selections of “Outreach booths/Exhibits" and "Self-guided trails". Applicant must provide additional details in this section to support the selection.  

Sierra Buttes Trail Stewardship - Page 1 of 6

