2022 Grants and Cooperative Agreements Program
Preliminary Comments

 Trinity County Resource Conservation District


Comments submitted by the Department of Parks and Recreation (Department) Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation (OHMVR) Division to individual Grant Applicants should in no way be construed as a guarantee of successful results for the Applicant within the competitive Grants process or a commitment of funding. Additionally, the lack of comments by the OHMVR Division to any specific Applicant does not ensure successful results for the Applicant within the competitive Grant process or a commitment of funding.

All final Applications will be reviewed by the OHMVR Division. The OHMVR Division may, at its sole discretion, decrease the requested amount and eliminate activities pursuant with regulation Section 4970.07.2 (f)(1-5) and for law enforcement Projects, regulation Section 4970.15.3(b)(1-5).

Failure by Applicant to respond to any OHMVR Division comment of their preliminary Application may be cause for eliminating that item from the Applicant’s Application.

If multiple proposed Projects are requesting funding for the same deliverable, and multiple projects are successful, only one project will receive funding for the deliverable.

For proposed Projects requesting Grant funding for snow and/or winter activities. Applicants must ensure the activities and/or Equipment/Heavy Equipment requested are not and/or cannot be funded by the Department’s Winter Program (commonly referred to as the Snow Grooming Program).  

For proposed Projects requesting Grant funding for the maintenance of roads and/or trails, note that only roads and/or trails that allow “green sticker” Off-Highway Vehicles are allowed to receive Grant funding.  

Applicants are reminded that no Grant funds and/or match can be expended or Project activities conducted in any land owned or managed by the Department except as allowed in the Grants and Cooperative Agreements Program regulations section 4970.09 (b)(10).

General Evaluation Criteria


· #2 - 5 – Applicant must verify responses by final submission. 
· #7b – Narrative does not support the selection. Applicant must clarify the frequency of patrol, patrol personnel, and percent of lands covered by patrols. In addition, Applicant must clarify if Forest Service staff, OHV Coordinator, or seasonal employees have citation authority.  
· #8b – Narrative does not support the selection. Applicant must identify qualified environmental staff. In addition, Applicant must provide a detailed explanation on “Ongoing survey/inventory of archeological sites” and “recommendations for improvement...” Applicant must discuss with Land Manager and revise accordingly. 
· #11a – Narrative does not support the selections. It is unclear if the narrative for each selection supports safe and responsible OHV recreational practices. Applicant must explain/provide OHV examples. 
· #13 – Applicant must verify responses by final submission. 



Restoration, G22-07-02-R01


Project Description - Background

· No Comment.

Project Description – Project Description

· No Comment.

Project Description – List of Project Deliverables

· No Comment.

Project Description – All Others
“Describe how the proposed Project relates to OHV Recreation and how OHV Recreation caused the damage - 4970.11(f)(1)(C)” 

· Applicant states “to say that OHV recreation caused the damage would be incorrect, however, the route and risk is there regardless of who or how”. The purpose of a Restoration Project is “to Restore or Repair habitat damaged by either legal or illegal off-highway motor vehicle use”. Any work related to damage not caused by OHV recreation, is not allowed.  

Project Cost Estimate

· Equipment Use Expenses #3 – Applicant must clarify if the Equipment was acquired within the Grants program. Per program regulations, only Equipment acquired within the Grants program are eligible for maintenance. For vehicles purchased outside of the Grants program, Applicant can claim a use fee. If the vehicles were purchased outside of the Grants program, Applicant may request a fair market value “Use fee” to recoup cost for these vehicles. 
· Others #1 “Per Diem Meals” – Rate listed exceeds the State per diem rate of $46 a day. Applicant must revise. Per Regulation 4970.08(b)(4) “All non-federal agency Grantees shall follow policy established by the State of California for its employees with regard to travel reimbursement and shall not exceed the rates paid to Exempt, Excluded, and Represented State of California employees. State of California travel reimbursement rates are posted on the California Department of Human Resources website located at www.calhr.ca.gov”.

Evaluation Criteria

· #2 – Narrative does not support the selection “Sensitive areas…” and “Threatened and Endangered…”. Applicant must identify the number (e.g.,1, 2, 3) of “Sensitive areas” and “T&E listed species” rather than the names in the boxes to the far right of the selections. Applicant must also move the sensitive areas and species listed to the narrative.  
· #4 – Narrative does not support the selection “Site monitoring…” & “Identification of alternate routes…”. Applicant states they will do monitoring “if we get adequate storm flows” and references identification for routes from past Projects. All selections are to be related to the proposed Project.  
· #7 – Narrative does not support the selections. The Applicant did not initiate and conduct a publicly noticed meeting(s) nor did they hold meeting(s) with multiple distinct stakeholders.  
· #8 – Narrative does not support the selection. Applicant states they are “suggesting casual patrols…”. Partners must have planned “active participation in the Project” to be considered a partner.  
· #11– Project Description and Deliverables do not support “1 - 10 acres…” of sensitive habitats which will be actively restored within the Project area. It is not clear the areas listed are “sensitive habitats”. Applicant must clarify within the Project Description or Deliverables. 
· #12 – Narrative does not support the selection. It is not clear that “the majority of the Restoration activity being performed in the Project Area caused by current legal/illegal OHV Recreation”. Applicant must provide more details to support their selection.  
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