
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
     

    
    

 
 

 
   

    
 

  
    

 

 
  

 
 

    
 

 
  

2016 Governor’s Historic Preservation Awards 

Ancestors 1 and County of Lake Memorandum of Agreement 

The Memorandum of Agreement between the consortium of Pomo tribes known 
as Ancestors 1 and the Board of Supervisors of the County of Lake was an effort 
that took one and a half years to bring to fruition, and created a partnership 
dedicated to the protection of sacred cultural resources. This Memorandum of 
Agreement is only the sixth of its type to be accomplished in state history. The 
agreement arose out of a growing awareness that pre-historic Native American 
sacred sites in Lake County needed protection from looting, and potential 
damage during development. There are more than 2,600 known and recorded 
pre-historic sites in the County. Those sites reflect only 5 percent of the actual 
sites in the Clear Lake Basin according to archaeologists Dr. John Parker and Dr. 
Greg White. The Koi Nation and the Elem tribe have the distinction of having the 
longest human habitation in one area in all of North America, dating back as far 
as 17,000 years. 

In 2014 tribal leaders of the Koi Nation of Northern California reached out to 
other tribes of the Clear Lake region, resulting in the creation of a tribal 
consortium—Ancestors 1. It is one of only two such consortiums in California that 
endeavor to protect sacred cultural resources that are threatened during the 
development process. Ancestors 1 began the process of working with the County 
administration, the Sheriff’s office and the District Attorney to bring about the 
MOA. At the County Board of Supervisors meeting in December 2015, Dino 
Beltran of the Koi Nation and Sherry Treppa of the Habematolel Upper Lake Pomo 
emphasized the importance of sacred sites to the Native American communities, 



 
 

  
 

 

 
   

   
  

  
  

    
   

  

 

     
 

and the historic significance of the agreement. The Board voted unanimously to 
approve the agreement. On December 21, 2015, Ancestors 1 representatives 
joined County of Lake supervisors to sign the agreement. 

Following the signing and the subsequent publicity surrounding the agreement, 
tribes have noted that area developers are reaching out to archaeologists to 
inquire what they need to do to comply with the California Environmental Quality 
Act and Assembly Bill 52, the law that strengthens the cultural resources 
requirements of CEQA. Archaeologists working on development projects have 
remarked at the degree of mutual understanding and cooperation to protect 
sacred resources that has grown out of the agreement. As noted by Dino Beltran, 
tribal administrator of the Koi Nation, “The whole intent to start this process was 
to educate the public and local municipalities that we can all work together to 
protect these valuable resources for future California generations. I believe we 
have accomplished that.” 

Learn more about the Memorandum of Agreement and efforts to protect 
important resources. 
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http://www.lakeconews.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44543:-tribes-county-sign-agreement-to-protect-cultural-resources&catid=1:latest&Itemid=197&__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=10042284f6308ce9e38341ac3d43743da38656a9-1576024812-0-ARdjsqRBlQZrBKklsK0t3Fz0wdLCkbbls1sHc5apMG0b710L5VhkrgX6MI8AXlR3Iv-OFmTvFxYSTE57SKjwv1u8PDAAaNTOqA3REL11Jz8IXnzaV3V9JR0LRj61QT94o7p1xoWZ6QGCKbDQwVnxrfKF1B6Zy_eiG5DMsVstnAjWfTLWTuOy9q7Yn4g5-Eqas20bFOwu3cAbuYTHN7BTS-gsfHDOUHVisuzNA9MKn51AoyfD0bdPPvEo0-Kj1SkgOQIuBbGjVnAVRc3zZ4hOLAhVa0AtWvHBSDZzgl9YwwOn5vhPEIQHr8RIXn0jCZgVAgoGqEsIhNU92u2t_VDc36blD4qOgSzcdPI803dnOGeGZ5px8fYo_-upVJW-xC-9a56aHvcJzhkVqoFgvoq4xHmrDUuCZJWMjtFNlyUi919Lg161h4PPQWXwSPMdhRgUVA

